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Captain Ralph M. Gambone, USN « Commanding Officer/Leader




ICAPTAIN’S MESSAGE

to express my gratitude for things past .

and expectations of thingsto come. | A
count mysdlf blessed to have had a career that :
combined my love for country with music while
affording wonderful opportunities for my family. Asmy
srvicein the Navy comesto aclose (I retirein 2007), |
look back on precious memories of Navy Music and you,
our supporters. As you gather with your familiesin the
upcoming months, | hope you'l include the music of your
United Sates Navy Band, which, asthe Navy itsdf,
combines tradition and innovation.

T hanksgiving seems an appropriate time

Weve been cdebrating the 100th anniversary of
“AnchorsAweigh” by playing it inits entirety a many
concerts, induding the grand re-opening of our buildings
and the recent Navy Birthday Concert (and what addight
it was to share this event again with the great actor and
friend, Ernest Borgnine).

Thisyear has seen the fulfillment of two career-long
dreams. Your Navy Band occupies newly renovated
spaces and has now been officialy designated asaNavy
command!  Our enhanced presence on the World Wide
Web includes the November launch of our latest recording
projects -- Sail Loft Sounds and Heritage of the March.
Enjoy! Working with you to create this year's play list for
our annua holiday concerts has been atreat. Thank you
for your input through our recent poll. And, looking
forward to January 2007, yet another anniversary awaits
uswith the 30th International Saxophone Symposium.

| look forward to my fina concerts as conductor, and |
esgerly anticipate joining you in the audience for many
yearsto come. To our shipmates around the world and to
you a home, | wish you peace and joy of the season -
Happy Holidayd

Raph M. Ggmbone, Captain, USN
Commanding Officer/Leader

| NoTABLE QUOTES

| took my sonto seea performance by the
Commodores The sdedtionswere excd-
lent, themusdanship equally so. They're
great ambassadorsfor theNawy, great
musdans and weregrest for my soul
that night. ... . \\enesd that snvinging Suff
out here Kempit up.
Commodores fan from Massachuseits

| saw Country Currert ... . thispast week
endin Maineand they were by far the
nmog incredible group of thefedtival. There
were Granmmy winnersand bluegrassleg-
endsplaying, but the Nawy st usthe
band with the most airit (and talent) of
theentireweskend. They had everyone
sanding and cheering for thegood de
U.SA and honored those among uswho
snvadinour nilitary srvice ... They are
anesome

Country Current fan from Maine

Thank you for thewondarful concertsat
the Nawy Menorial. Weso enjoyed the
music fromthe Beach Boysto ABBAand
nuchin betwean. V\eloved the energy
and passonfromthenmusicans
“Concerts on theAvenue’ fan (D.C))

Just letting you know | just caught the
Cruisars parformancetoday at Downs
Park and they weretruly AVMESOME!!
Hopeuly, | can catchthemagaininthe
area soon.

Cruisersfan from Maryland

| can't find thewordsto eqoresshow
muchwe enjoyed the Sea Chanters con
certin Jacobus Pa. We.... have ssenover
adozen Broadway shons My work takes
meto Las\egasand |'ve seen many
showsinthet dity too. The parformence
(of) the Sea Chanters... didn't takea badk
st to any of theabove Theprogram
had something for everyone.

Sea Chantersfan from Pennsylvenia

Many Roads Lead to a Navy Band Career

heNavy Badisa

specidized organization

unlikeany other inthe
Navy. Whilemost recruits meke
career and educetion choices
after joining the military,
candidates vying for apostionin
the Navy Band mud pessa
rigorous audition before taking
the oeth. This audition Supersedes
any educationd or carer
accomplishments. Inthewords
of Navy Band Audition
SQupavisor Mader Chief
Musdan Suat B. McLean, “An
advanced degreeis hdpful, but
not required. Exparienceand

peforming dhility arethemost
important qualitiesin winning an
audition.” Experienceand &blity
can be ganed in anumber of
waysand, asthediverse
backgrounds of our musdans
show, there are many roadsthat
leed to acareer inthe Navy
Band.

Mod indrumentdigsand
vocdigsinthe Navy Bad
launched their music carearsby
pursuing higher educdiion a a
qudity music schodl. Theyears
of practiceand devdlopmentina
nurturing educationdl
environment arehard to equd,
epedidly inthe genres of
dasscd andjazz music. Out of
167 muddanscurrently inthe
Band, 53% arrived having
dreedy earned abachdor's
degree, 27% had mager’s
degress and two individuals hed
acouired ther doctorates The
ranks of the Navy Band indude
dumni from some of thetop
music schoalsin the country and
around theworld.

Many of our muddans some
with their forma educetion

behind them,
ganed years of
experienceinthe
avilian
community before
joining the Band.
Almog everyone
entered themusdic
busnessas
fredance
musdansinther
respective aress Severd Concart
Band membershdd symphony
orchesrapostionsnot only inthe
United Sates but dsoin Europe
and South America Others spent
time on the road with well-
known figuresin
popular music.
For example,
Senior Chief
Musician Randy
D. Médtson of the
Commodores
played bassfor
Wayne Newton
from 1984 to
1991. The
Cruisrs Musidan
1« ClassKenneth H. Car played
guitar with Ray Charlesfor 10
years, and Country Current peda
ded guitarig Musdan 1gt Class
Brad M. Corhin toured with
Lonedar, one of the biggest acts
in country music.

TheNavy Band dso draws
tdent from the rest of the Navy
Music Program and other
military bands Ambitious Sallors
who hald full-time postionsin
any of the 12 Navy Het Bands
or theNava Academy Band are
encouraged to audition for a
padtion inthe Navy Band any
time an opening ococurs
Currently, the Navy Band
employs 25 former flegt and
Academy Band Sailorsinduding
Chief Musdan John L. Fisher,
Unit Leader of the Cruisers
Severd membersof the Navy
Band camefrom thefidd ad
academy bands of the Air Force,
Army and Marines Sill others
crosed over from the other
premier bandsin Washington and
the Connecticut-basad Coast
Guard Band.

Occasondly, the Navy Band

isfortunate enough to find
tdented shipmates from outside
of the Navy Music Program.
Theearefleg Salorswho
honed ther mudcd tdent while
sving the Navy in some other
Capeaity. Two members of
Country Current fit this category
- Unit Lesder Magter Chief
Musdan Wayne C. Taylor
entered the Navy asan Airman
and basig Musdan 1 Class
Joseph L. Whedtley was aproud
Seebee

TheNavy Bandiisfilled with
tdented muddianswith
backgrounds asindividud as
ther persondities They dl share
adedicationtothar atanda
willingnessto work hard a thelr
creft. Once asuccessful candidete
isaccepted, he or shefindsthat
the herd work does not sop
there For Navy Band members,
the auditionisnot theend of the
road, it'sonly the beginning. ff

THE UNITED STATES NAVY
BAND HAS OPENINGS FOR
HIGHLY QUALIFIED AND
EXPERIENCED
INSTRUMENTALISTSAND
VOCALISTS.
CONCERT/CEREMONIAL BAND
Euphonium ........ audition TBD
Percussion .......... January 22
Tuba ............... January 29
Piano/Keyboard . ... .. February 5
SeA CHANTERS

Tenor Vocalist ....... January 19

Bass Vocalist . . . .by appointment
STAFF
Sound Support

Engineer.. .. .. by appointment
For more information: call
Master Chief Musician Stuart B.
McLean, Audition Supervisor, at
(202) 433-2840, or email:
navyband.auditions@navy.mil.

Visit us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil

INAVY BAND BECOMES A COMMAND...

On September 18, 2006, the Chief of Naval Operation officially designated United
States Navy Band a command. In changing from an organization to a command,
Navy Band now has the highest prestige the Navy can offer. This change is a

reflection of the many years of outstanding service and dedication of the men and
women who have served in the Band and brings the Navy Band closer to par with

the sister service bands in the Washington area.

|COMMANDER THOMPSON APPOINTED NEW LEADER...

Finest.”

Commander George N. Thompson, Jr., has been
named the prospective Commanding Officer/Leader of the
United States Navy Band. Upon assuming command in
Spring 2007, Cmdr. Thompson will be the 12th leader in
the history of the Band. Currently, Cmdr. Thompson is
Head, Navy Music Program in Millington, Tenn.

A native of Philadelphia, Cmdr. Thompson enlisted in the
Navy in 1977 as a keyboardist. He rose quickly through
the ranks, becoming a Chief Musician in 1989 prior to his
commissioning as an Ensign in 1990. During his 28 years
of service, he has served at numerous duty stations in the
U.S. and abroad, including a tour as Navy Band’s
Operations Officer in 1991.

The Navy Band looks forward to working with Cmdr.
Thompson in continuing its tradition as “The World’s

|SPOTLIGHT ON...

Musician First Class Luis Hernandez is the Navy Band's
Sailor of the Year for 2006. A gifted tenor saxophonist with the
Commodores jazz ensemble, he contributes musicianship and

more to his unit and to the Navy Band.
Tell us about your earlier years.

My parents came from Cuba to this country in the early 70s, and
we lived in Miami, Fla. | started playing the saxophone in ninth
grade and was instantly hooked. When it was time for high
school, | attended the “New World School of the Arts.” The
school was intense because we performed music at a college
level, plus we had all the usual academic courses. It was great!

Soon after, | enrolled at the University of North Texas where the
music school has a well-known reputation. While finishing my last semester at the
university, | heard about the Commodores audition, gave it a shot, and here | am 10

years later.
Who were your musical influences?

| was naturally drawn to the great alto saxophonist and clarinet player, Paquito D'Rivera.
| say “naturally” because he, too, is Cuban. Since he is a jazz and Latin jazz artist, |
gravitated toward improvised music. In high school, | was exposed to many great
players and my love for jazz intensified. My all time greatest influences are John
Coltrane, Sonny Rollins and Ben Webster, although | love many more.

Tell us about working with the Navy's premier jazz ensemble, the Commodores.
It's always a blessing to play with great musicians. Everyone in the group brings their
unigue gifts and abilities. | learned early on that for the Navy Band to be successful, it
takes dedicated members who are willing to contribute not just their musical talents, but
also their time in accomplishing the “behind the scenes” work. Most folks might not
realize that we have full-time staff members that keep the band “afloat” in often less than
ideal circumstances. | have learned a lot about how our organization works and have
gained a greater appreciation for my job as a musician in the Navy.

What are your thoughts on being named the Navy Band's Sailor of the Year for

20067

To be honest, | was shocked at being selected as “Sailor of the Year.” | can think of
many others more deserving than | am. | must thank my unit leaders who graciously

nominated me. They are great and | am very appreciative.

What music do you currently listen to?

| have been listening a lot to John Coltrane’s Transition and Live at Birdland and Keith

Jarrett’s Live at the Deer Head.
What do you enjoy doing in your free time?

| try to spend most of my time with my wife and two children. They are a gift and they
bring me great joy. | also enjoy playing racquetball, although | hardly get to play.
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